
The UPSTATE PDRC
Newsletter, March 2021 Issue 11

A NYSED Funded Project for Access and Equity -
Free of cost services through Title II, Part A and Title IV, Part A of ESSA

USING FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
​TO IMPROVE STUDENT LEARNING

UPCOMING EVENTS
Check out our

Frontline Catalogue
​for winter Professional

Development offerings

PRACTITIONER SPOTLIGHT

Jean Yorio, Principal

St. Mary our Mother School
Horseheads, NY

Diocese of Rochester
Catholic Schools

Click HERE to
​view Jean's practical, insightful

thoughts about
Formative Assessment

​DID YOU MISS IT?
Check out previous newsletters

ARCHIVED WEBINARS
Get inspired with
​these PD webinars.

​...student gains in learning
triggered by formative
assessment are "amongst the
largest ever reported for
educational interventions."

ASCD
EDUTOPIA

The promise of formative
assessment is alluring. If done
effectively, formative
assessment is reported to
deliver some of the largest
student gains ever reported for
educational interventions (ASCD,

Edutopia). The rub lies in doing
formative assessment
effectively. In this issue we
simplify the discussion into 4 key
components of Formative
Assessment (below) and bring
you tools and resources  to help
you embed assessment
strategies that lead to more

https://www.mylearningplan.com/Webreg/catalog.asp?D=21348&M=&Term=&btn_View=Search&INT_PROGRAMID=73806&StartDate=12%2F03%2F2020&EndDate=05%2F31%2F2022&Instructor=&Page
https://files.constantcontact.com/c78a5f92801/376eca77-94a4-415d-a1ce-bf845c14c405.pdf
https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/newsletters
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/dipsticks-to-check-for-understanding-todd-finley
https://files.constantcontact.com/c78a5f92801/78eaf6cf-ccc2-48f6-9217-f12d093d324a.pdf


effective instruction and
increase student achievement.

Click here for a 3 minute
presentation on 4 key

components of formative
assessment

@BrianMMathers CC-BY-ND

​FEATURED ON DEMAND SESSION

Watch Rebecca Shea's session on
Developing Rubrics

​to learn how to create and use
rubrics that support student success.

More Quick Guides Here! Including:
Google Classroom Organization,

Flipped Learning, Restorative
Practices, and many more!

LOOKING AHEAD
coming in April Newsletter

Culturally Responsive Pedagogy

The Role of Rubrics in
Formative Assessment

Students can't hit a target they can't
see. It's a simple but foundational
tenet of good assessment. When
students understand the intended
learning outcomes of a lesson they
are better prepared to engage with
the content and learning is positively
impacted (Wylie & Lyon, 2013). Rubrics
are a useful way to explicitly
communicate to students the
success criteria for a lesson, activity
or project. The benefit of rubrics in
formative evaluation is that they can
prompt discussion and reflection
that helps learners identify how to
move their learning forward. Rubrics
not only help students know the
intended learning outcomes and
what success looks like, they also
give students and teacher a
common language for talking about
performance, growth, and
improvement.

RESOURCE ROUNDUP:
Looking for More? Check out these Resources!

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1URFK35PS6XBgUk8GI_4JfqObaxabvrjPpSVWci1-mKU/edit#slide=id.gc147423563_0_125
https://bryanmmathers.com/formative-vs-summative/
https://cole2.uconline.edu/courses/333119/pages/using-rubrics-for-formative-assessment#:~:text=A%20rubric%20is%20a%20coherent,be%20descriptive%20and%20not%20evaluative.
https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/odl-designingrubricstoassessstudent
https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/on-demand-learning


READ WATCH LISTEN

Formative Assessment for
Remote Teaching:
Understanding Learning
Intentions

Formative Assessment for
Remote Teaching: Evidence and
Feedback

Formative Assessment for
Remote Teaching: Students
Take the Lead

Dylan Wiliam on 'What Formative
Assessment Is and Is Not"

Online Formative Assessment Tools
(Demonstrates some google tools)

Another EDU Podcast:
Formative Assessment

and Differentiation

10 Minute Teacher
Episode #37: Formative
Assessment Tools and
Tips from Monica Burn

UPSTATE PDRC: SERVING ALL NYS REGIONS NORTH OF NYC

How can we help you? Visit our website to find out more!

http://www.ascd.org/ascd-express/vol16/num07/formative-assessment-for-remote-teaching-understanding-learning-intentions.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/ascd-express/vol16/num09/formative-assessment-for-remote-teaching-evidence-and-feedback.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/ascd-express/vol16/num11/formative-assessment-for-remote-teaching-students-take-the-lead.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-myBw36_DA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwmknGl3u9k
https://anchor.fm/another-edu-podcast/episodes/Episode-04-Formative-Assessment--Differentiation-e3bi6e
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly8xMG1pbnV0ZXRlYWNoZXIubGlic3luLmNvbS9yc3M/episode/ZGUwNDcyNmJkZTcwYWJjODg5N2IwOWYxYzU2OGY4YTY?hl=en&ved=2ahUKEwjNl9qFj4vvAhUFNn0KHfThA0IQjrkEegQIBRAF&ep=6
https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/

